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Top UN court orders Israel to 
halt military operation in Rafah

THE HAGUE:  The top United 
Nations court ordered Israel 
on Friday to immediately halt 
its military operations in the 
southern Gaza city of Rafah. 
While Israel is unlikely to com-
ply with any such order, it will 
ratchet up the pressure on the 
increasingly isolated country.

Criticism of Israel’s con-
duct in the war in Gaza has 
been growing — even from its 
closest ally, the United States, 
which warned against an inva-
sion of Rafah, where hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians 
have sought shelter from fight-
ing elsewhere. And this week 
alone, three European coun-
tries announced they would 
recognise a Palestinian state, 
and the chief prosecutor for 
another UN court requested 
arrest warrants for Israeli lead-
ers, along with Hamas officials.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu is also under 
heavy pressure at home to end 
the war, which was triggered 
when Hamas-led militants 
stormed into Israel, killing 
1,200 people, most civilians, 
and taking some 250 captive. 
Thousands of Israelis have 
joined weekly demonstrations 
calling on the government to 
reach a deal to bring the hos-
tages home, fearing that time 
is running out.

While the ruling by the 
International Court of Jus-
tice is a blow to Israel’s inter-
national standing, the court 
does not have a police force to 
enforce its orders. 

In another case on its 
docket, Russia has so far 
ignored a 2022 order by the 
court to halt its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Israel signalled it, too, 
would brush off an ICJ order 

to stop its operations. “No 
power on earth will stop Israel 
from protecting its citizens and 
going after Hamas in Gaza,” 
Avi Hyman, the government 
spokesperson, said in a press 
briefing Thursday.

The court’s president, 
Nawaf Salam, read out the 
ruling, as a small group of 
pro-Palestinian protesters 
demonstrated outside.  Fears 
expressed earlier “with respect 
to the developments in Rafah 

have materialised and that the 
humanitarian situation is now 
to be characterised as disas-
trous,” the ruling said.

The court did not call for a 
full cease-fire throughout Gaza 
as South Africa had requested 
at hearings last week.

The cease-fire request is 
part of a case filed late last year 
by South Africa accusing Israel 
of committing genocide during 
its Gaza campaign.

 Israel vehemently denies 

the allegations. The case will 
take years to resolve, but South 
Africa wants interim orders to 
protect Palestinians while the 
legal wrangling continues.

At public hearings last 
week at the International 
Court of Justice, South Afri-
ca’s ambassador to the Neth-
erlands, Vusimuzi Madonsela, 
urged the panel of 15 interna-
tional judges to order Israel to 
“totally and unconditionally 
withdraw” from the Gaza Strip.

The court has already 
found that Israel’s military 
operations pose a “real and 
imminent risk” to the Pales-
tinian people in Gaza.

Israel’s offensive has killed 
more than 35,000 Palestinians, 
according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry, which does not dis-
tinguish between combatants 
and civilians.�  AGENCIES

TEL AVIV UNLIKELY TO COMPLY

Black smokes rise to the sky during clashes between Israeli forces and Palestinians demonstrators in the 
West Bank city of Jenin� AP/PTI
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Raisi’s helicopter caught fire soon after crash 
and there was no sign of attack: Iran’s military
TEHRAN: The helicopter 
carrying Iran’s late President 
Ebrahim Raisi caught fire soon 
after it crashed into a moun-
tain and there was no sign 
it was attacked, state media 
reported, citing the military’s 
crash investigators.

The statement from the 
general staff of the armed 
forces in charge of investigat-
ing the crash was read on state 

television late Thursday. The 
first statement on the crash did 
not lay blame but said more 
details would come after fur-
ther investigation.

The crash Sunday killed 
Raisi, the country’s foreign 
minister and six other people.

The general staff ’s state-
ment said the communica-
tions between the control 
tower and the crew of the heli-

copter before the crash con-
tained nothing suspicious. It 
said the last communication 
of the crashed helicopter was 
between it and two helicopters 
accompanying it some 90 sec-
onds before the crash.

There was no sign of any-
thing shot at the helicopter and 
its flight path did not change, 
the statement said.

Raisi was buried in a tomb 

at the Imam Reza Shrine in 
Mashhad on on Thursday. 
Mashhad long has been a base 
for Raisi. In 2016, Khamenei 
appointed Raisi to run the 
Imam Reza charity foundation 
as well as oversees the shrine. 
It is one of many bonyads, or 
charitable foundations, fueled 
by donations or assets seized 
after Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution.�  AGENCIES

BEIJING/TAIPEI: China’s military on Fri-
day tested its ability to “seize power” as the 
People’s Libera-
tion Army said 
its forces kicked 
off a second day 
of large-scale 
exercises around 
Taiwan in retal-
iation to its 
new President 
Lai Ching-te’s 
remarks reject-
ing Beijing’s sov-
ereignty claims 
over the self-
ruled island. 

Li Xi, the 
spokesperson 
for the Eastern 
Theatre Command of the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA), said the combined 
forces of the army, navy, air force, and rocket 
forces continued joint drills surrounding Tai-
wan Island focussing on practicing control and 
occupation of the area on the concluding day 
of the two-day drill. � AGENCIES

Chinese military practice 
control, occupation as 

part of ‘punishment’ drill

MELBOURNE: More than 
100 people are believed to 
have been killed in a landslide 
Friday that buried a village in 
a remote, mountainous part 
of Papua New Guinea, and an 
emergency response is under-
way, officials in the South 
Pacific island nation said.

The landslide struck Enga 
province, about 600 kilome-
ters (370 miles) northwest 
of the capital, Port Moresby, 
at roughly 3 am, Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. reported.

Residents from surround-
ing areas said boulders and 

trees from a collapsed moun-
tainside buried parts of the 
community and left it isolated.

Residents said that esti-

mates of the death toll were 
above 100, although authori-
ties haven’t confirmed that fig-
ure. Some villagers and local 
media reports said the num-
ber of people killed might be 
much higher, though they did 
not cite sources.

The chief of the Inter-
national Organization for 
Migration’s mission in Papua 
New Guinea, Serhan Akto-
prak, said the landslide 
struck Yambali village, which 
is about two hours’ drive from 
Enga’s provincial capital of 
Wabag. � AGENCIES

Over 100 feared dead in landslide in 
remote part of Papua New Guinea

TEL AVIV: The bodies of 
three more hostages killed 
on October 7 were recovered 
overnight from Gaza, Isra-
el’s army said on Friday, as 
the top United Nations court 
prepares to rule on whether 
Israel must halt its military 
operations and withdraw 
from the enclave.

The bodies of Hanan 
Yablonka, Michel Nisen-
baum, and Orion Hernan-
dez Radoux were found and 
their families have been noti-
fied. � AGENCIES

‘Bodies of 3 more 
hostages recov-
ered from Gaza’
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